BOROUGH OF MENDHAM
MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL
MARCH 24, 2025, 7:00 PM

1. CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Kelly called the March 24, 2025, Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council
to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Garabrant Center, 4 Wilson Street, Mendham, New
Jersey.

2. MOMENT OF SILENCE AND FLAG SALUTE
Mayor Kelly led a moment of silence and proceeded with the Pledge of Allegiance

3. MAYOR'’S OPENING STATEMENT

Mayor Kelly Stated Notice of this meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Mendham was published in the Daily Record and Star Ledger, posted in the Bowers
Building, and was filed in the Office of the Borough Clerk in accordance with the Open
Public Meetings Act. Official action will be taken at this meeting.

4. ROLL CALL

Mayor, James Kelly

Council President Neil Sullivan

Council Member Marilyn Althoff
Council Member Matthew Bruin
Council Member Alexandra Henry Traut
Council Member Will Russo

Also present were:

Fred Semrau, Esq., Dorsey & Semrau, LLC
Joyce Bushman, Administrator

Lauren McBride, Acting Borough Clerk

5. CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS (Items considered routine, Council will act on by a single motion
and vote unless a member request that an item be removed and considered separately)

Iltems on the Consent Agenda are considered routine and will be acted upon by the
Borough Council by a single vote unless a member of the Governing Body requests that
an item be removed and considered separately

1. Minutes: a. March 12, 2025
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Motion to Approve: Council Member Henry Traut
Second: Council Member Bruin

Ayes: Sullivan, Althoff, Bruin, Henry Traut, Russo
Nays: None

6. OATHS OF OFFICE FOR NEW MENDHAM BOROUGH POLICE OFFICERS

Mayor Kelly administered the oath of office to new Mendham Borough Police Officers
Timothy Plaskon and Zachary Poissant.

7. DISCUSSION ITEM — COUNCIL SEAT VACANCY

Mayor Kelly stated that the Mendham Borough Republican Committee submitted three
names to the Borough Council to fill his unexpired term as Council member. The three
candidates are Bruce LaFera, Rob Mason, and Richard Smith (not present). The Mayor
allowed each candidate to speak and introduce themselves to the Council.

Council member Henry Traut made a motion to nominate Bruce LaFera, Council
member Althoff made a motion to nominate Rob Mason, and Mayor Kelly asked for a
roll call vote to approve Bruce LaFera as New Member.

Ayes: Henry Traut, Bruin, Russo

Nays: Sullivan, Althoff

#71-2025 RESOLUTION APPOINTING NEW MEMBER TO THE MENDHAM BOROUGH
COUNCIL FOR AN UNEXPIRED TERM ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2025

1. Mayor Kelly administered the Oath of Office for new Council Member Bruce
LaFera.

7. PRESENTATION

Joseph D’Urso, Mendham Area Senior Housing, spoke to the council asking for their
support to apply for the Morris County Community Development Block Grant. This
grant would be used for various improvements at MASH. Improvements include
replacing second-floor decks and kitchen renovations.

8. _ORDINANCE FOR INTRODUCTION
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#02-2025 ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF MENDHAM, COUNTY OF MORRIS,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING CHAPTER 206, VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC, OF
THE BOROUGH CODE TO ESTABLISH A TOWING ORDINANCE

The public hearing and adoption are scheduled for April 9, 2025

Motion to Approve: Council Member Henry Traut
Second: Council Member Althoff
Ayes: Sullivan, Althoff, Bruin, Henry Traut, Russo, LaFera

Nays: None

9. RESOLUTIONS

#72-2025 RESOLUTION PROVIDING SUPPORT FOR A GRANT APPLICATION BY
MENDHAM AREA SENIOR HOUSING ("MASH") TO THE MORRIS COUNTY
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT ("CDBG")

Motion to Approve: Council Member Althoff
Second: Council Member Russo
Ayes: Sullivan, Althoff, Bruin, Henry Traut, Russo, LaFera

Nays: None

#73-2025 RESOLUTION AFFIRMING THE BOROUGH OF MENDHAM’S SUPPORT
OF FEDERAL FAIR HOUSING LAW AND NEW JERSEY LAW AGAINST

DISCRIMINATION

Motion to Approve: Council Member Bruin
Second: Council Member Henry Traut
Ayes: Sullivan, Althoff, Bruin, Henry Traut, Russo, LaFera

Nays: None

#74-2025 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE REFUND OF A TAX LIEN FOR 2022
DELINQUENT SEWER CHARGES FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT 8 GARABRANT STREET,

BLOCK 402, LOT 5

Motion to Approve: Council Member Althoff
Second: Council Member Russo
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Ayes: Sullivan, Althoff, Bruin, Henry Traut, Russo, LaFera
Nays: None

#75-2025 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR TO SIGN SIDEBAR
AGREEMENT WITH THE PBA, LOCAL 384

Motion to Approve: Council Member Henry Traut
Second: Council Member Althoff
Ayes: Sullivan, Althoff, Bruin, Henry Traut, Russo

Nays: None
Abstain: LaFera

#76-2025 RESOLUTION APPOINTING SAFETY DIRECTOR WILLIAM CRAIG AS OFFICE OF
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COORDINATOR FOR THE BOROUGH OF MENDHAM

Motion to Approve: Council Member Henry Traut
Second: Council Member Russo
Ayes: Sullivan, Althoff, Bruin, Henry Traut, Russo, LaFera

Nays: None

#77-2025 RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR EMERGENCY TEMPORARY
APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE 2025 TEMPORARY CURRENT FUND BUDGET

Motion to Approve: Council Member Bruin
Second: Council Member Sullivan
Ayes: Sullivan, Althoff, Bruin, Henry Traut, Russo, LaFera

Nays: None

#78-2025 RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR EMERGENCY TEMPORARY
APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE 2025 SEWER FUND BUDGET

Motion to Approve: Council Member Henry Traut
Second: Council Member Althoff
Ayes: Sullivan, Althoff, Bruin, Henry Traut, Russo, LaFera
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Nays: None

10. ADMINISTRATOR OPERATIONS REPORT

Administrator had nothing to report.

11. COUNCIL REPORTS

Recreation and Parks/School Boards Liaison —
Matthew Bruin

Recreation- The chair reported that the
committee met last night. Recreation booklets
have been sent to the printer and will be mailed
out next week.

The Recreation Department is estimating the cost
for basketball court restoration would be $650K.

The Recreation Committee will next meet on April
17 at 7:30 pm.

School Board Liaison- Reported that they are
currently in budget discussions.

Public Safety- Chair Marilyn Althoff
The chair reported there a permanent speed signs at Dean and Talmage, portable signs
placed at Mountain Ave and Pleasant Valley Rd.

Morris County has provided a final draft of the pedestrian safety plan at the center of
town and is recommending an ALL Phase Stop.

Personnel- New Officers Timothy Plaskon and Zachary Poissant have been sworn in
tonight. Three candidates for the patrol officer position have been interviewed. One has
been selected to move forward in the process. A background check has begun on the

potential candidate.

The Borough has not received any applications for the substitute crossing guard position.

Public Works & Utilities- Chair
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Neil Sullivan
DPW- No updates.

WRF- The new grit equipment
has been inspected and installed.

Land Use - Chair Alexandra Henry Traut
The chair reported that the Joint Land Use Board met on Tuesday, 3/18; reviewed and
approved the application for modifications to the driveway and patio.

ECCOST- Will be meeting with Member Bruin and representatives from ECCOST this
upcoming Wednesday to discuss a project with Trout Unlimited to restore some of the
riparian buffers at India Brook Park. They are looking to start work in June and will be
seeking the Council’s approval soon.

Working with Administrator and team to put together a proposal for digitizing the
Mendham Messenger.

Personnel Committee/ Volunteer Projects Liaison- Will Russo
Personnel Committee will be meeting in April.

12. PUBLIC COMMENTS

Mayor Kelly stated, This is an opportunity for the public to comment on any matter or
concern. To ensure that every citizen has an opportunity to speak, the Mayor will
recognize the individual and ask them to state their name and address for the record. THE
SPEAKER DOES NOT NEED TO PROVIDE THEIR ADDRESS IF THEY HAVE BEEN VERIFIED BY
THE OFFICE OF INFORMATION PRIVACY AS A COVERED PERSON IN THE BOROUGH
UNDER DANIEL’S LAW. Speakers are asked to limit their comments to four minutes.
Please note that Public Comments do not follow a question-and-answer format; however,
a member of the Governing Body may offer a brief response when it is helpful to do so.

Mike Schwartz, 15 Valley Way presented the Basketball Court Renovations to the Rotary
Club last week. The club is in favor of this project. Multiple benefits for the community.

13. APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS

Bills List dated March 24, 2025

Motion to Approve: Council Member Althoff
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Second: Council Member Bruin
Ayes: Sullivan, Althoff, Bruin, Henry Traut, Russo, LaFara
Nays: None

14. ADJOURNMENT

Having no further business to conduct, Mayor asked for a motion to adjourn the
meeting.

Motion to Approve: Council Member Althoff

Second: Council Member Henry Traut

Ayes: Sullivan, Bruin, Henry Traut

Nays: None

The meeting adjourned at 8:15 PM.

The next meeting of the Mendham Borough Mayor and Council will take place on
April 9, 2025, 7:00 PM, at the Garabrant Center, 4 Wilson St Mendham, NJ 07945
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